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Autocourse - 60 years of World Championship Grand Prix motor racing 

This unique publication tells the 

story of the global Formula One 

World Championship from its 

roots, before World War II, to 

the present day. 

 

It covers the sport from 1894 to 

its adoption by the Germans as a 

propaganda tool before the war. 

After the conflict, Alfa Romeo 

dominated, before being 

dethroned by Maserati and 

Ferrari in the Fifties.   

 

Then came the might of 

Mercedes-Benz. With the arrival 

of the 2,5-litre formula in 1954 

came the emergence of the 

British challengers in the form of 

Vanwall, Cooper and Lotus. At 

the same time, the 1,5-litre 

formula saw small British teams 

lead the world in the 

development of chassis 

technology.   

 

The advent of the Cosworth DFV 

engine and sponsorship in the 

Sixties changed the face of the 

championship, encouraging a 

new level of competition led by 

teams such as March, Tyrrell, Brabham and McLaren.   

 

Ferrari fought back in the late Seventies. 

 

The Eighties were characterised by the turbocharger, while the Nineties saw the rise of new names such as Benetton, 

Jordan, Stewart and British American Racing. Finally, the past decade has seen the major car manufacturers play a 

greater role in the sport. 

 

This book charts all these events, illustrated by wonderful photographs. Get your copy now. You won’t regret it. 

 

Autocourse - 60 years of World Championship Grand Prix motor racing is available for only R730,00 from 

www.motorbooks.co.za. 
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